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In an allocation to the College of Cardinals in 1946, the last Pope, Pius XII, spoke on the Catholic teaching 
regarding the obligation of voting. 


It is a right and a duty to draw the attention of the faithful to the extraordinary importance of elections 
and the moral responsibility which rests on everyone who has the right to vote. Without any doubt, the 
Church intends to remain outside and above political parties, but how can she remain indifferent to the 
composition of a Parliament, when the Constitution gives it power to pass laws which so directly affect 
the highest religious interests and even the condition of life of the Church herself? 


To answer the Pontiff's question, she cannot. The Church cannot remain indifferent to who is elected when it 
affects “the highest religious interests and even the condition of life of the Church herself’. But what about 
when it does not affect “the highest religious interests and even the condition of life of the Church herself’? 
What then; is the Church indifferent? 
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Then there are also other arduous questions, above all the problems and economic struggles which 
closely touch the well-being of the people. In so far as they are of a temporal order (though in reality 
they also affect the moral order) Churchmen leave to others the care of pondering and treating 
technically with them for the common welfare of the nation. 


Notice that the Pontiff speaks about economics as essentially moral in nature. This is most important for 
more traditionally minded Catholics to understand, that the Church does not view economic questions as 
trivially, since they touch upon not only justice, but the issue of power and who wields it. 


It is a strict duty for all who have the right, men or women, to take part in the elections. Whoever 
abstains, especially out of cowardice, commits a grave sin, a mortal fault. 


From this it may seem that the Pope is absolutely obliging Catholics to partake in elections. However, this is 
not the case. 


The exercise of the right to vote is an act of serious moral responsibility, at least when it is a question 
of electing those who are called to give the country its constitution and laws, particularly those 
concerning, for example, the sanctification of holidays of obligation, matrimony, the family, the school, 
and settlement according to justice and equity of the multifarious social conditions. 


Notice that he calls the obligation to vote “a strict duty”, yet qualifies the responsibility as being serious “at 
least” in questions of...and then mentions a few. Therefore, it should be concluded that the obligation to vote, 
being a positive one, is not absolute. In fact, it is a general moral principle that no positive precept is ever 
absolute, even if it pertains to the natural law. For example, it is forbidden as a negative precept to commit 
adultery. There is no case, even under pain of torture and death, where it is impossible not to commit 
adultery. However, you may owe debts and under the obligation of justice to pay them off, cannot do so. The 
intention to pay them must exist, but if you are incapable, it will not be a fault to you. Back to voting, in what 
way must Catholics vote? 


Everyone has to vote according to the dictates of his own conscience. Now, it is evident that the voice 
of this conscience imposes upon every sincere Catholic the duty of giving his or her vote to those 
candidates, or those lists of candidates, who really offer sufficient assurances for safeguarding the 
rights of God and the souls of men, for the real good of individuals, families, and society, according to 
the law of God and moral Christian doctrine. 


The Pope is making a very clear point that partisan Republicans will never understand, and that is the 
principle of “sufficient assurances”. In other words, candidates often blow smoke, e.g. lie to voters to play on 
their moral feelings, and if they do, it is not of obligation in conscience to vote for that person, even if they 
offer the safeguarding of those things which a Catholic holds sacred. This is especially true when 
Republicans talk a big game, usually during election season only, about abortion. They do this because they 
want your vote, while their rich donors and friends rape and pillage the economy. Therefore, any insufficient 
assurances do not impose a duty upon the Catholic conscience in voting for that candidate. Further, | would 
argue by way of extrapolation that the Pope is saying that if all the candidates running offer insufficient 
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assurances that would bind the Catholic conscience of safeguarding those things sacred to a Catholic, it is at 
least not of serious obligation to said Catholic to vote for those candidates; since in this circumstance, we are 
speaking of all the candidates running, and because the obligation to vote for these candidates, meaning all 
of them, is not obligatory, it follows that if all candidates running offer insufficient assurances of safeguarding 
those things which a Catholic holds sacred, the strict mortal obligation of voting does not hold. 


Since it is beyond reasonable to assert that no candidates or political parties today offer Catholics sufficient 
assurances of safeguarding those things which a Catholic holds sacred, | would argue, using the principles 
laid out by Pope Pius XII, that it is not obligatory in the current political environment to vote. This suspension 
of an obligation to vote is not indefinite, and may resurface if a candidate or political party offers sufficient 
assurances of safeguarding those things which a Catholic holds sacred in the future. Is it believable to 
imagine that Pope Pius XII would oblige Catholics to vote in a political climate such as ours, where the only 
two political parties running with any chance of winning are both pro-homosexual? | highly doubt it. In fact, 
while | can’t speculate on a hypothetical with sufficient knowledge, | would argue that the Pope may either 
oblige Catholics to withhold their vote, or to form their own political party. 


PS: | am not claiming that Catholics are obliged to not vote, just that they are not obliged to do so. 
Links 


Obligation: https://novusordowatch.org/2020/11/pope-pius12-speaks-on-obligation-to-vote/ 
Archive: https://archive.vn/OF3Zi 


Morality: https://novusordowatch.org/2020/09/morality-of-voting-permissible-lesser-of-two-evils/ 
Archive: https://archive.vn/zzVPM 


3/3 


